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Student Playwrights Project Yearlong Partner & Residency Application


Application Directions: PLEASE READ ALL INFORMATION

Each completed application will include: 

1. A completed information sheet (attached); 
2. A written statement with your signature; and
3. A signed letter from your principal on your school letterhead. 

Please consider the following guidelines and limitations.
1. In the case of two teachers wishing to team up, the combined classrooms will be counted as one classroom. Teaching artists will visit the combined classes and work with the students on the same visits. Whether the class is individual or combined, the total number of participating students should be between 12 and 25, and there must be adequate space available on a regular basis to work with that number of students at one time. 

2. Continuity and experience over time are important to this project. Please do not plan on rotating different groups of students in and out of this project during the year. We need to work with the same students the entire time.
3. If you are a resource teacher or specialist who travels from class to class, the Student Playwrights Project activities must be with students in one classroom only and you and the classroom teacher of that class must also participate in all activities for which you are applying. Both of you must submit application forms in the same envelope at the same time. The written material below can be written as a team, signed by both teachers and submitted along with both application forms. Both teachers will be expected to participate in all required training workshops.
4. Preference will be given to teachers from public schools and public charter schools in the District of Columbia. 

5. Preference will be given to classes that meet during the school day. Mandatory afterschool/extended-day programs (i.e., with required attendance) will also be considered. Optional afterschool programs are not encouraged.
6. Teachers in D.C. Public and Charter schools receive a discounted rate of $500 per classroom for this yearlong residency. All others, please call for fee structure. If selected, payment is due no later than September 30, 2011.

General Information Sheet

Please print and fill out this sheet to include with application. This completed application includes (please check):

· General information sheet

· Written statement with your signature

· Signed letter from your principal on your school letterhead 

STUDENT PLAYWRIGHTS PROJECT TEACHER APPLICATION FORM 2011/12
NAME 

PHONE (h) 

(w) 

E-MAIL 

HOME ADDRESS 

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS 

GRADE LEVEL(S) TAUGHT 

(Teachers of grades six through 12 are invited to apply)

SUBJECT(S) TAUGHT 

DAY(S) AND TIME(S) YOUR CLASS MEETS 

WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU? (i.e., home phone, email) 

Your application must be RECEIVED at Arena Stage 
no later than 5 p.m., September 8, 2011.
Mail to: Stacey Stewart
Arena Stage Community Engagement
1101 Sixth St., SW
Washington, DC 20024
E-mail: sstewart@arenastage.org
If you have any questions, please call Stacey at 202-600-4062.

The Written Statement

Please submit a written statement addressing the items below. Statements should be no more than four double-spaced pages. 
1. How many students will be involved? 

2. Describe the nature of the classroom: grade levels, cultural and ethnic diversity, socioeconomic patterns and special needs of any students, if any (remedial, gifted, ESL, learning disabilities, Title I, etc.). If your students have any special needs that would require modifications in our standard programming, please describe them. 
3. Describe why you want to participate in the Student Playwrights Project and how it may be important to you as a teacher, to your students, and to your curriculum.
4. Your signature should be at the end of the written statement indicating that you understand the conditions below. YOUR SIGNATURE INDICATES THAT YOU ARE WILLING TO DO THE FOLLOWING if selected: 
a) Meet with your teaching artist in person or by phone to schedule your visits and to plan. 

b) Devote 20-25 hours per class periods throughout the year to have the teaching artist lead an ongoing exploration of theater and playwriting in your classroom. 

c) If participating in SPP as part of an afterschool program or otherwise optional activity, recruit and retain at least 12 (and not more than 25) students. 

d) Be present in the classroom and involved as a participant in the activities presented by the teaching artist, since teacher participation provides a strong positive model for students. Student teachers are welcome to participate, but they cannot substitute for you. You, the classroom teacher, must be present when the teaching artist is working in your room. 
e) Ensure that each student completes an individual ten-minute play and submits it to the competition. 

f) Ensure that your students are prepared to participate (lines and blocking memorized) in the final performance Showcase at Arena Stage. 
g) Attend all required Professional Development workshops. 

h) Arrange transportation for Arena Stage fieldtrips to ensure your students’ participation. 
i) Continue the work on playwriting or rehearsal between teaching artist visits. If the teaching artist reports that nothing has been done in the classroom between visits, you may be dropped from the program. 

Please attach a letter on school letterhead, signed by your principal, that states the following:

Stacey A. Stewart, Ph.D.
Director of Education, 
Schools & Professional Development
Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater
1101 Sixth St., SW
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Dr. Stewart,
I endorse the application of ____________________ [teacher’s name] for the 2011/12 Student Playwrights Project, and I will support the additional arts education activities brought to the classroom by Arena Stage. I understand that the cost of the Student Playwrights Project is [$500 for DCPS and DC Public Charter Schools or other amount as determined by Arena Stage] and our school will pay this amount by September 30, 2011. 
____________________ [teacher’s name] class will participate fully in the activities below: 
1) The class will have an Arena-trained teaching artist serve as an artist-in-residence. 

2) This teacher will attend all the required professional development workshops on playwriting and drama at Arena Stage, and I will give him or her credit for that work as appropriate. 

3) The class will travel to two field trips: (1) an Arena Stage production (weekday matinee, date TBA); and (2) their technical rehearsal and final Showcase performance on either Tuesday, May 15 or Wednesday, May 16, 2012.
4) The students will have the opportunity to perform their student-written play at our school, either for another class or in another venue at the school. 

I agree to support this teacher and the students by attending their performance at Arena Stage if at all possible.
Signed
Principal
[image: image1.jpg]